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By our correspondent

KARACHI: Pakistan Customs
will soon realise foreign ex-
change against export of gold
jewellery that was exported on
fake form - E and in this con-
nection the authorities have ar-
rested eight culprits, Chief Col-
lector South (Enforcement)
IMuhammad Zahid Khokhar said
on Wednesday.

He was replying to a query
on the gold smuggling case,
which cost billions of rupees to
the national exchequer, at a
meeting with members of the
Pakistan Hosiery Manufacturing
and Exporters Association
(PHMEA).

Khokhar said that around
eight culprits in the case had
been detained and were on five
days remand.

He claimed those persons
'were the real culprits because
the Customs authorities after
|detailed investigation reached

\

nabs key

persons in gold
smuggling case

those persons.

Initially, the exports pro-
ceeds were made on registra-
tions, which were later found
fake, he said.

“The arrests were made pos-
sible after the Customs officials
questioned association and
clearing agents concerned
about the persons who were be-
hind the fake registration,” he
added.

He said that Pakistan Cus-
toms through the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) is contribut-
ing its input in finalisation of ex-
port policy.

The PHMEA members raised
several issues, including exami-
nation, rebates and Duty and
Tax Remission for Exports
(DTRE) during the meeting.

The collector assured that
the issues would be resolved on
priority basis, as the govern-
ment is giving importance to in-
creasing exports by facilitating
the business community. /
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Exporters assured of refund payments
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By Our Staff Reporter

KARACHI: Chief Collector of Customs
(Enforcement-South) Muhammad Zahid
Khokhar on Wednesday assured exporters
that all outstanding payments toward duty
drawback will be cleared.

“The Customs authorities have cleared all
outstanding payments towards duty drawback
up to August 2014 but I would still like to
assure that any leftover cases would be expe-
ditiously cleared,” he said, addressing export-
ers at the PHMA House.

Khokhar further said the Customs would
not like to see any delay in examination of
export goods by scanners.

He admitted that the Customs authorities in
Karachi lacked required expertise in reading
scanned materials. -

He assured that Customs will approach the
Anti-Narcotic Force (ANF) to ensure quick
examination of export goods so that shipments
schedules are not missed. He suggested that
ANF should examine consignments in the
presence of exporters’ representative.

He further said that cases of Duty and Tax
Remission of Exports (DTRE) would be expe-
dited.

The collector assured that renewal certifi-
cate of Manufacturing Bond will be looked
into and process renewal will take place
within 15 to 20 days.

On exporters demand, he said, the IC-3shed

at Port Qasim has been separated from QICT
terminal and both were now operating as inde-
pendent examination hubs.

Regarding lack of space for examination of
export goods at PICT and KICT terminals,
the collector said the issue would be taken up
with terminal operators for providing more
space.

On the occasion, exporters said the country
would not need to approach IMF and the
World Bank for loans if government facilitates
exporters and removes bottleneck.

The event was attended by SITE Association
chairman Junaid Makra, Pakistan Sweaters
Exporters Association chairman Kamran
Chandna and Pakistan Apparel Forum chair-
man Jawed Bilwani. /
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/' Exporters’ rebate

claims up to Aug ’14
cleared: Khokhar

RECORDER REPORT

KARACHI: Chief Collector
Customs-Exports (Enforcement
South Zone) Zahid Ahmed
Khokhar said here on
Wednesday that presently no
rebate claim of exporters was
pending with the customs as all
claims up to August 2014 have
already been cleared.

Addressing exporters at the
office of Pakistan Hosiery
Manufacturers Association
(PHMA), he assured them all
facilities and support, saying that
exporters’ rebate claims are being
cleared under a very latest and
Systematic process wi th zero
favour. to; anyone. Pakistan
Customs had already cleared all
rebate claims till August 2014
and if any claim of this period
remains pending it would be
cleared at once, he added.

Pakistan customs has already
installed scanners for fast exami-
nation of export consignments,
he said, adding that though a
number of scanners are available,
some expertise and training of
customs staff was required to
handle them properly.

Replying a question, Khokhar
said that customs authorities
always try their best t©© facilitate

exporters by avoiding delays in
examination of the consignments,
till if there is problem in this
regard it would resolved immedi-
ately. He urged the exporters 1o
depute their staff at ports for
repacking of consignments
opened for physical examination.

Referring to the case pertaining
to gold export, the chief collector
informed that recently some eight
more persons involved in the
case have been arrested and their
five days remand ended on
Wednesday.

He was of the opinion that
exporters should hold a meeting
with the officials of Anti-
Narcotics Force (ANF) fo.discuss
their examination process and
other ANF-related issues.

Speaking on the occasion,
Pakistan Apparel Forum’s chair-
man Muhammad Javed Bilwani
said that clearance of exports
cargo be expedited at Karachi
Port and Port Qasim o save the
exporters from bearing extra cost
on account of delayed shipment.

He said that whenever clear-
ance of export cargo by the
Customs or ANF was delayed,
the exporters fail to send their
cargo through shipping lines but
with a view to honouring their

commitment with the importing
countries they get their cargo air-
lifted and suffer losses, instead of
carning profits. Bilwani also
urged the customs authorities that
clearance of exporters’ consign-
ment be given priority.

He also complained that the
cargo meant for export was badly
handled sometimes during the
checking process at the ports and
as a result of which face difficul-
ties in getting their cargo con-
signments repacked before catch-
ing the designated shipping lines.

PHMA’s (Sindh-Balochistan
Zone) chairman Abdul-Rasheed
Fodderwala said that exporters in
Bangladesh were being given’
higher rebates and as such mak-
ing them competitive in the
region whereas Pakistan
exporters are uncompetitive due
to high cost of doing business.

He said that exporters should be
given more incentives for increas-
ing export. SITE Association of
Industry’s Chairman Muhammad
Junaid © Makda, Collectors
Customs (Exports), Karachi Port,
Dr Saifuddin Junejo and
Collectors of Customs (Exports)
Port Qasim and Karachi Port
Agha Shahid Majeed Khan and
Jabbar Gahiani were also present.
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